
 

   Foothills Fire Protection District   

 

 
A REGULAR MEETING for FOOTHILLS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Commenced on Tuesday, July 15th, 2014 at 6:30 P.M. at the Mount Vernon Country 
Club 24933 Club House Circle Golden, CO 80401 

 
The meeting was open to the public at 6:37 p.m.  
 
I. ATTENDANCE  
 
Dave Robinson-President     Aaron Smith-Firefighter 
Julie Ann Courim-Vice President   Kyle Vaughn-Firefighter 
Doug Kalish-Treasurer    Eric Jones-Firefighter 
Patrick Smith-Secretary    Julia Kalish-Firefighter 
Robert Heine-Assistant Secretary  Chris Courim-Firefighter 
Brian Zoril-Chief     Erik Alpine-Firefighter 
Jason Gibb-Firefighter    Dave Stacjar-Firefighter 
Jon Schreiner-Firefighter    Pat Braun-self 
Richard Toussaint-Attorney   Frank Dearborn-Fire Marshall 
Sally Kost-self     Kristin Mikkelson-self, lot 3 owner 
Frank Dworak-self, lot 3 owner 
 
II. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS  
 

A. Approve agenda  

  

Motion to Approve by Director Heine and Seconded by Director Kalish passed 
5-0.  Director Courim reviewed rules and board procedure and that community 
matters would be addressed per the agenda. 

 

B. Approve previous minutes of the June 17th, 2014 meeting 
 

A Motion was made to approve by Director Smith second by Director Kalish, 
passed 5-0.  
 

III. COMMUNITY FEEDBACK-none  
   

IV. LEGAL MATTERS 
 

A.  Appeal of water supply requirements for Kost Residence 
 

The Board heard an appeal from Tom and Sally Kost at 20453 Sky Meadow Lane, lot 
4, acting in its quasi-judicial role hearing an appeal of an administrative matter of the 



District. Sally Kost presented the Kosts position.  The decision of Chief Zoril and Fire 
Marshall Frank Dearborn was to enforce the requirements of establishing an 
adequate water supply to the residence allowed for in the law for new construction.  
The District provided a total of three initial options for the Kosts, to achieve the 
required adequate water supply to the residence by providing a hydrant, sprinkler 
system, or cistern capable of delivering the necessary water flow as required.  
 
The Kosts recently moved to Colorado from North Carolina and purchased the 
property on Sky Meadow.  Sally Kost represented their concerns that the hydrant 
would be too costly as water was approximately one mile away and that at a cost of 
ten dollars per foot would result in an expense of around fifty thousand dollars.  As 
for the sprinkler system, the expense was presented as an objection since initial 
estimates were believed to be about twenty five thousand dollars plus the added 
expense of a generator. Finally, as to the discussion of the cistern the Kosts feel that 
the Board and county approved the cistern for four lots and that should be sufficient.  
The matter is that apparently the present cistern is outside the required distance 
requirements from the cistern to the Kosts residence. Ms. Kost also expressed her 
understanding of the fire challenges in the District discussing ISO 5 ratings and 
County and Fire District source 24 C P3.  Additional citations were made from the 
International Wildfire references. Finally, Ms. Kost was very complementary to the 
District in achieving a very good ISO rating. 
 
Ms. Kost acknowledged apparently received the required fire sprinkler letter and the 
driveway approval though learned May 25th, 2014 of the potential additional thirty 
thousand dollar expense for the water supply.  A letter was apparently prepared April 
11th, 2014 by the District and was received May 6th, 2014 by the Kosts related to the 
house, garage, and backup generator and options for water supply, though actual 
dates may be verified in the District and county records. In addition, Ms. Kost states 
she asked for additional information from NFPA related to water supply, utilities, 
underground electrical, and garages and stated they were not available from the 
District or the county and that NFPA 13 excludes garages. She felt that NFPA 
documents should be provided free of cost as currently NFPA manuals are 
copyrighted materials apparently provided by the publisher for a fee.  Ms. Kost felt 
more detailed information should be available on the District website and county 
resources; and she reemphasized her position that since the cistern was in the 
subdivision already that it should be a sufficient water supply, and the Kosts paid for 
this when they purchased the lot. 
 
Ms. Kost provided a PowerPoint and documents related to the Kosts position 
including references to Wildfire codes, NFPA, additional expenses of providing water 
supply,  fire mitigation efforts of cutting down trees and creating defensible space, 
architectural design, and belief that their property would be protected in case of a fire.  
The Kosts have removed over one hundred trees at a cost of around twenty six 
thousand dollars.  The Kosts believe the cistern was constructed in the subdivision, 
should be a sufficient supply for water, was done with safety in mind to protect 
people and property, and asked the Board that the Kosts should not have to provide 
any further actions to create water supply for their residence.   
 



Prior to questions by the Board of Ms. Kost, Director Courim summarized the matter 
with the Sky Meadow cistern which has been reviewed by the Board several times 
over the past decade as the original cistern build out was approved in 2001 by the 
Board and by the Chief in 2007.  Even though requirements of water supply have 
changed to be even stricter since the build of the cistern, and no exemption exists in 
the language for the creation of the cistern or subdivision, Director Courim felt that no 
authority or obligation existed or was created to allow the Board to supersede the 
laws and rules contrary to this.     
 
The Board’s attorney, Richard Toussaint, reviewed briefly the subdivision as created 
historically and county codes for requirements to build.  In particular, suggesting that 
flexibility can be provided within the code allowing governmental entities to work with 
owners to remedy matters that arise related to water supply.  This gives additional 
options for the Chief and Fire Marshall to consider and help homeowners.  Additional 
options exist to try and meet the requirements.  Richard Toussaint asked Ms. Kost if 
she was willing to be flexible in working through additional options to try and meet the 
requirements.  Ms. Kost felt that she did not need to do this as the cistern was 
already in the subdivision and emphasized the Kosts position that they already meet 
any requirements.  
 
Director Courim discussed that the District’s website includes information related to 
the Fire Code from 2006, the new building and construction requirements for water 
supply to be established within one thousand feet of a residence, and that the code 
gives other options to consider for the Chief and Fire Marshall related to disputes.  
 
Chief Zoril and Fire Marshall Frank Dearborn summarized the requirements from the 
2009 Code and their application of the Code in a similar fashion to each of the lot 
owners in the subdivision. Fire Marshall Dearborn apparently received an E-Plan 
review for a driveway, though no architect information or letter was given to him 
based upon the discussion previously from April 11th, 2014 and there were 
apparently some limited discussions with Mr. Seymour at the county by the Kosts.  
 
Director Smith asked the Chief how far the cistern was from the residence and it is 
apparently two thousand four hundred seventy feet (2470 feet) from the residence.  
In addition, the Chief and Fire Marshall are using the 2009 fire code for the sprinkler 
and the required 2002 code for the Kosts requirements which are more lenient and 
allow for greater flexibility by the Chief and Fire Marshall.  Using the earlier Code 
gives the Kosts more options and allows the additional option of cistern and hydrant.  
Also Director Smith asked if the Kosts discussed the matter with the Fire District prior 
to obtaining building permits and apparently they did not. 
 
Director Robinson began to summarize the points from the Kosts in his 
understanding and included the cistern and changes in the code should not apply to 
them; the Kosts wildland mitigation efforts are sufficient and no further action is 
needed by the Kosts; the interior of their home is at low risk due to the architectural 
protection (roof and siding); financial expenses and financial burdens already 
incurred; additional expenses related to water supply; a cistern exists in the 
subdivision already; and Director Robinson asked if Ms. Kost has tried to work with 



the Chief and Fire Marshall on additional options and alternatives that might be 
available to resolve the matter.  Ms. Kost maintained the Kosts position. 
 
Director Heine explored more questions and options related to the indemnification of 
the Board and District by the Kosts.  Director Courim and others did not feel this was 
a viable solution to the matter.  
 
Director Smith also asked if the Kosts would be willing to be flexible and work with 
the Chief and Fire Marshall on additional options.  Apparently Ms. Kost felt additional 
options/discussions had not been provided though Chief Zoril and Fire Marshall 
Dearborn  apparently provided two additional options of a dry or wet hydrant that 
could easily reach the property as the cistern could be connected at a very short 
distance to the property.  Ms. Kost stated she wanted information related to the 2009 
Sect 400-404 IWIC and any additional documents if available.  Those would be 
coordinated between the Chief and Ms. Kost to meet her request. 
 
A motion was made to deny the Appeal by Director Kalish seconded by 
Director Courim, and passed 5-0. 
   

B. Discussion of background check waiver form 
  

Richard Toussaint has reviewed the application and recommended necessary 
changes to help finalize the background check waiver form.   
 
In addition, the matter as to the special events and fee schedule discussed at a 
previous Board meeting was reviewed.  Charging for vehicles was deemed not an 
option though based upon circumstances deemed necessary for personnel, those 
could be billable. Richard Toussaint recommends we adopt Resolution 07-14-1 for 
the special events fee schedule as amended.  A motion was made to accept the 
Resolution 07-14-1 as amended by Director Heine seconded by Director Kalish, 
passed 5-0.  Director Smith and Director Robinson would sign and acknowledge the 
final form Resolution once updated by the Chief for this and the CORA resolution. 
 
Richard Toussaint recommended we adopt Resolution 07-14-2 CORA Requests 
based upon the recent changes made for special districts from the July 1st, 2014 
amendments.  Some of the highlights included that up to thirty dollars fee per hour 
could be charged with twenty five cents per page fee after the first hour at no hourly 
charge.  More clarity was provided that to meet the CORA request the 3 business 
day requirement does not start until the check is received for payment, the request is 
agreed to by the parties, and it has been signed off and acknowledged by the parties.  
Additional information can be reviewed as to the Open Records Act and a specific 
form is available that the requesting party fills out and presents to the Board to obtain 
the desired information.  Director Heine agreed with the recommendations related to 
the CORA request and made a motion to adopt Resolution 07-14-2 for rights of 
Special Districts and CORA requests seconded by Director Smith, passed 5-0. 
 

 
V.  DEPARTMENT MATTERS 
 



A. Station updates 
B. Fleet status report 
C. Chief report   

 
A bid was received for the railing of the loft in the Rainbow Hills station of twenty five 
thousand dollars, and a proposal to repair the clutch in the service truck for staff 
firefighter Dave Stacjar, was submitted and are being considered.   
 
To avoid any possible appearance of conflict of interest any items for payments, 
credit cards, and other payments from Julia Kalish will be separated in the monthly 
financials.  Director Heine and Director Courim will review those matters for accuracy 
and insure they are valid.  Chief Zoril was still working on various projects including 
planned events, rope rescue changes, VHF radio matters, and new antennas for 
radios.  Director Robinson excused himself from the meeting at this time.  

 
VI. FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

A. Discuss relevant financial reports.  
 

Items were reviewed, credit card disbursements noted, and an update on the final 
invoice of $2727.50 for the Rainbow Hills Mezzanine which was less than the three 
thousand authorized which was already approved last month; and the pension 
insurance payments which were pre-approved.  In addition, Director Courim 
reviewed item 11850 the three hundred eighteen dollars and nine cents and the two 
thousand nine hundred eighty nine dollars and thirteen cents for the credit cards 
though again no individual expense over the $2500 limit.  A motion was made to 
approve by Director Smith and seconded by Director Heine, passed 4-0.  
  

B. Review and approve purchase requisitions.   
 

Hose and ladder testing was planned to be approximately four thousand six hundred 
and ninety five dollars.  A motion was made by Director Smith seconded by 
Director Kalish to authorize the expense of four thousand six hundred ninety 
five dollars for hose and ladder testing, passed 4-0. The need to replace the 
clutch on the work truck used by staff firefighter Dave Stacjar was planned to be 
three thousand dollars.  A motion was made by Director Smith and seconded by 
Director Heine that no more than three thousand dollars be authorized to 
replace the clutch on the apparatus, passed 4-0. 

 
C. Review and approve purchase of engine 541 replacement.  

 

A special thank you was delivered to all in attendance by Chief Zoril thanking the 

truck committee and particularly Firefighter Schreiner for all their work in completing 

the review and recommendations for a new apparatus for the District.  

 

Firefighter Schreiner delivered a PowerPoint presentation to the Board discussing 

options of purchasing an apparatus from SVI, Rosenbauer, or Pierce.  One factor 



deemed essential is that the new apparatus be similar to the most recent engine 

apparatus purchased 535.  The variety of benefits this apparatus offers gives the 

District far greater flexibility to meet needs of the District now and in the future and is 

the right truck for the District.  Currently the truck fund has ($403,000) four hundred 

and three thousand dollars.  A variety of proposals for purchase were presented to 

the Board for consideration.   

 

At this stage it has not been determined what to do with 541, the truck being 

replaced, though those discussions can be held in the future with the Chief and 

Board.  The Chief explored replacing the body of the 541 truck though with a 

possible leak to the water tank it was determined the cost would be nearly that of 

buying a new truck.  At present 541 can be used as a reserve, ISO requirements, or 

for others purposes deemed appropriate.    

 

A motion was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director Heine to 

purchase the Rosenbauer apparatus for a price not to exceed three hundred 

ninety four thousand dollars ($394,000) that includes a portion for some 

equipment and equipment to be taken off the existing apparatus 541, and to 

pay cash for the truck, taking advantage of all discounts, passed 4-0.   

VII. NEW MATTERS  
 

A. Review and approve SOG 8.40 Rope Rescue. 
 

Deputy Chief Vaughn discussed the rationale for changes to the Rope Rescue 
SOG’s and service plan including when to provide rope services and when to 
request mutual aid from Alpine Rescue.  One factor discussed was to perform rope 
rescue for easier technical rescues below sixty five degrees and within three 
hundred feet of the roadway.  Director Kalish made a motion to adopt the SOG 
8.4 as written seconded by Director Heine, passed 4-0.  

 
B. MSEC 

 
Richard Toussaint’s office would be working on this and providing recommendations 
to be provided for the Board to review.   

 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS  
 

A. Review and approve adoption of fee schedule for events for planned events. These 
matters were discussed earlier in the meeting under legal matters.    

 
B. Review and approve adoption of CORA policy resolution. These matters were 

discussed earlier under legal matters.     
 
 
 



VII. ADJOURNMENT  
 

A motion was made to adjourn by Director Smith seconded by Director Heine 
at 9:10 p.m. 

 

________________________________________ 

Dave Robinson 

________________________________________ 

Julie Ann Courim 

_____________________________________ 

Doug Kalish 

_____________________________________ 

Patrick Smith 

_____________________________________ 

Robert Heine 

 

 


